CHARACTERISTICS OF ROMANTICISM 
- An interest in man, his feelings and his individuality. The Romantic poets and artists reject the modern society (characterized by industrialization, polluted towns and exploitation of poor people, included women and children) because they think the society is bad and it corrupts men, so they want to come back to nature

- An interest in the beauty of nature (especially Wordsworth; in his poems he speaks about the poet, alone in the nature, that admires its beauty)

- An interest in the supernatural (especially Coleridge, his main work - The Rime of the ancient mariner - is full of supernatural characters and events)
- An interest in the past, especially in the Middle Ages. While the Enlightenment rejected the Middle Ages considering it a dark period full of superstitions, Romanticism saw the Middle Ages as a period of spirituality and mysticism when the society was still natural and uncorrupted. The Romantic artists also loved ruins and desolated places full of history 
- An interest in remote countries. In this period it was usual for young artists to have a Grand Tour around Europe (they went mainly to the South of Europe, such as to Italy and Greece, that were full of history, ancient monuments and ruins). Some of them (for ex. Byron) used these "exotic" countries they had visited as settings for their works.  

- The use of a humble and simple language (in opposition to the complex and elevated language used by the poets in the 18th century) to speak about ordinary things and humble and rural people. Wordsworth used this simple language to speak about nature, while Coleridge used a more difficult language full of archaisms to tell mysterious stories
- Emphasis on the individualism and the cult of the hero. The Romantic hero was a rebel that fought against society, its rules and values and that wanted to be free
- Love for solitary life: the Romantic poet wanted to be alone, far from the other men and surrounded by the nature

- Superiority of imagination over reason, as opposed to the Enlightenment
