THE BALL

Thus from my lips, by thine my sin is purg'd. [Kisses her.]

JULIET: 
Then have my lips the sin that they have took.
ROMEO: 
Sin from my lips? O trespass sweetly urg'd!
Give me my sin again. [Kisses her.]
	COMMENT

The scene takes place at night at the Capulets' house and describes the first meeting of Romeo and Juliet

After seeing Juliet for the first time, in his monologue Romeo speaks about her using a lot of metaphors and similes and following the Renaissance code of courtly love. He says he has never loved before seeing Juliet (line 9), he compares Juliet to a torch (line 1), to a jewel (line 3) and to a dove among crows (line 5), so she represents light, beauty and innocence.   

In the following dialogue Juliet is compared to a shrine (line 12), symbol of purity, then in line 21 Romeo is compared to a pilgrim ad Juliet to a saint. Using these metaphors Romeo manages to convince Juliet to kiss him, but more deeply this religious language also suggests that their love is divine and pure.
In lines 17-20 they speak about hands, lips and palms (parts of the body) that suggest physical love. This is something new and more modern because courtly love only spoke about an abstract and idealized idea of love.

The two characters, Romeo and Juliet, are both very young, they are passionate and they fall in love at first sight. Romeo is a quite traditional character, he is romantic and follows the code of courtly love, while Juliet is an unconventional female character because she is more active and passionate than the typical heroines of that time and she is ready to take the initiative (she uses the same metaphor of Romeo to kiss him again in the last lines)     

	


