INTRODUCTION TO THE POLITICAL SYSTEM IN THE UK
HOW HISTORY HAS SHAPED THE BRITISH POLITICAL SYSTEM

The most important fact in understanding the nature of the British political system is the fundamental continuity of that system. For almost 1,000 year, Britain has not been invaded or occupied as the last successful invasion was in 1066 by the Normans. 

This explains why:

· almost uniquely in the world, Britain has no written constitution 

· the political system is not so clear or logical or always fully democratic or particularly efficient

· change has been very gradual and pragmatic and built on consensus.

Another important feature of British political history is that three parts of the United Kingdom - Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland - have a special status and have local administrations with a wide range of responsibilities.

THE HEAD OF STATE
The British political system is headed by a monarchy, but essentially the powers of the monarch as head of state - currently Queen Elizabeth II - are ceremonial. The most important practical power is the choice of the Member of Parliament to form a government, but the monarch follows the convention that this opportunity is given to the leader of the political party with the most seats in the House of Commons.

Traditionally the choice of the monarch has been determined on the hereditary and primogeniture principles which means that the oldest male child of a monarch was the next in line to the throne. The monarch and the monarch's wife or husband could not be Catholics because the UK monarch is also the Head of the Church of England. In 2015, the primogeniture principle was abolished, so that the next in line can now be a female eldest child, and the monarch can marry a Catholic but he or she can't be Catholic.

Read the text and underline the answers to these questions:

1. Why hasn't the UK a written Constitution?

2. What are the 3 main characteristics of the British political system?
3. What is another important feature of the British political system?

4. Who is the head of the state in the UK?

5. Has the monarch much power?

6. What is the main power of the monarch? Is he/she really free in exercising this power?

7. How was the monarch chosen in the past and how has the situation changed now?

