COMMENTS ON "THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY"
The story takes place in London in the last period of the Victorian age (the novel was written in 1891). The main characters are artists or Lords (the so called DANDIES), they are very different from the respectable Victorian gentlemen. They don't belong to the middle class, but to the upper class (Lord Henry) or to the world of art (Basil). They don't care about respectability (PAGE 1: Lord Henry uses a paradox to say that it's better when other people speak about you, no matter how, than when no-one speaks about you, so celebrity is more important than respectability for them); they aren't interested in helping others or improving society, they are only interested in living their life in the best possible way, looking for pleasures and entertainment. This hedonistic approach was typical of the AESTHETIC MOVEMENT that started in this period in England (Wilde was the main representative of Aestheticism) and that was based on the idea that beauty and art were the most important values. The Aesthetic artists believed in "Art for Art's sake", so they didn't think that art should have a didactic purpose, they didn't want to teach the readers (differently from Dickens and from the other Victorian novelists). They wanted to live their lives as if they were works of art and they looked for any kind of pleasures and sensations, both good and bad, to live their lives fully, without any moral limits. 
In his works Wilde uses a lot of irony and paradoxes. A PARADOX is a statement that seems absurd and contradictory, but that reveals a deeper truth

CHAPTER 1: In this chapter we find the main characters of the story

- Dorian, a young and very handsome man who represents the beauty that inspires the artist (Basil). 
- Basil, the painter who has just finished the picture of Dorian, his masterpiece. 

- Lord Henry, a very rich man who belongs to the upper class.  
Basil is afraid that Lord Henry could have a bad influence on Dorian because Dorian is very young and inexperienced, while Lord Henry has a strong personality, he is intelligent, funny, fascinating and convincing and he likes making fun of the common values, he never takes anything seriously. 
CHAPTER 2: Actually, Dorian is immediately impressed by Lord Henry who speaks about beauty. According to Lord Henry, beauty is strongly connected with youth and happiness; until Dorian is young and handsome, he can do whatever he wants and he is loved and admired by everyone, but when he gets old, he will lose everything and his life will become empty and hopeless. That's why Lord Henry tells Dorian he must take advantage of this short period of luck and happiness and live as intensely and as fully as he can. After talking with Lord Henry, Dorian has changed. Before meeting him, he was unaware of his beauty, but now he has realized how important his beauty is and he is afraid of losing it. When he sees the painting, he feels happy at first, but then he starts thinking that his youth will finish soon, while the picture will remain beautiful for ever and he feels scared and angry. He says he would do anything, he would even give his soul away, to make the picture grow old instead of him.

PAGE 14: This is another example that proves Lord Henry is not a respectable Victorian gentleman. Respectable gentlemen don't go to bed early in the morning and don't get up in the afternoon. Moreover, Lord Henry doesn't have a respectable job, actually he doesn't need to work because he is very rich, so he can dedicate himself only to pleasures. Even if he is married, he doesn't care about his wife and he behaves as if he was single, so he doesn't share the importance given to family and children during the Victorian age.
PAGE 15: Dorian is completely fascinated by Lord Henry, he has forgotten Basil. Lord Henry is aware of this influence and he wants to "educate" Dorian and to teach him to enjoy life and its pleasures.

CHAPTER 3: Dorian wasn't in love with Sybil as a real person, he only loved the idea of loving an artist. He feels so ashamed and disappointed because of her bad performance in front of his friends that he leaves her. When she kills herself, he doesn't care and he goes on living his life full of pleasures and sins. This is his first bad action which is reflected immediately in the picture.
CHAPTER 4: Publicly Dorian behaves like a typical aesthete, he fills his house with beautiful objects and works of art to express his love for beauty and art. However, his private life is full of horrible secrets, sins and evil pleasures. His bad life and his real nature is reflected in the picture that becomes more and more horrible with any bad actions Dorian does, while he remains young, handsome and apparently pure and innocent. The contrast between Dorian's public appearance and his horrible secrets hidden in the picture may be interpreted as the representation of the contrast between public respectability and secret vices that was typical of the Victorian age.

PAGE 36: Dorian hates the picture and is afraid of it because it reminds him of his evil actions, but he also wants to protect it because he is still young and handsome thanks to the painting

CHAPTER 5: PAGE 39: Dorian decides to confess the truth to Basil because he has lived so many years with this secret that he can't stand it any more. However, as soon as Basil discovers the truth, he is afraid he will reveal his secret, so he kills him. After all the bad actions he has committed, now he has become a murderer and he has killed his friend. Now, as he says, it's too late for him to be saved

LAST CHAPTER: The ending is quite traditional and it seems to have a moral message: Dorian, who has become the bad character, is punished and dies. The Victorian readers wouldn't have accepted a different message  
