THE SCHOOL SYSTEM IN THE UK

	Age
	Stage (and exams)
	

	18+
	Universities etc.
	

	18
	GCE A Levels
	

	16-17
	Sixth Form and other schools (Secondary school)
	Vocational courses

	16
	GCE (General Certificate of Education)
	

	11-15
	Secondary school
	

	5-10
	Primary school
	

	3-4
	Nursery school 
	


In Great Britain education is compulsory for all children between the ages of 5 and 18 (from 2015). This does not mean that young people over the age of 16 must stay in school, but it means that they must follow one of the following options:

· full-time education

· part-time education and training
· an apprenticeship 
Primary Education
The primary stage is for pupils until 11. Most state primary schools take both boys and girls in mixed classes. The major goals of primary education are achieving basic literacy and numeracy amongst all pupils, as well as establishing foundations in science, mathematics and other subjects.  These schools are usually located close to the child's home. Children tend to be with the same group throughout the day, and one teacher has responsibility for most of the work they do. Parents are strongly encouraged to help their children, particularly with reading and writing, and small amounts of homework are given to all children, even during the early years at school. 

Secondary education
In England, public provision of secondary education in an area may consist of a combination of different types of school. Nearly 88 per cent of secondary school pupils in England go to comprehensive schools. Comprehensive schools accept pupils without reference to ability or aptitude, but in some areas they co-exist with other types of schools, for example grammar schools. Grammar Schools are selective and they offer university-oriented education. Entrance is based on a test of ability, usually at 11. Grammar schools are mainly single sexed schools i.e. children either go to a Boys Grammar School or a Girls Grammar School. 8% of the children in England go to independent schools. Independent schools are also known as private schools or public schools. Parents pay for their children to attend these schools. 

Most students take GCE (General Certificate of Education) examinations in eight or more subjects at age 16. 
After GCE, students attend Sixth Form (16-18 years old) schools within secondary schools, but also in colleges and other institutions. If they don't want to go to university, they can attend vocational courses. During these 2 years, students study for the General Certificate of Education Advanced Level (short form: GCE Advanced Level), or more commonly, the A Level. Sixth form is not compulsory, however, university entrance normally requires at least three A level qualifications. The marks obtained in these exams are important for the students to be accepted by the university they want.
Higher Education
Higher Education means study beyond GCE A level. Most courses are taught in universities, the most famous universities are Oxford and Cambridge, but many are taught at colleges, business schools and agricultural colleges.

Read the text and underline the answers to the following questions:

1. When is education compulsory in the UK?

2. What are the main goals of primary education?

3. Do parents usually help children with their homework?

4. What are comprehensive schools?

5. What are the main differences between Comprehensive schools and Grammar schools?

6. What are independent schools? How are they also called?

7. What do most of the students take at 16?

8. What can students do at 16?

9. Is A Level compulsory?

10. Why are the marks that the students get for A Levels so important?

11. Where are most of the courses of Higher Education taught?

12. What are the two most famous universities in Great Britain?
