

THE FIRST WORLD WAR (1914-1918)

The First World War started in 1914 when the Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand was killed in Sarajevo. When the war broke out everyone was happy and ready to fight because there hadn't been wars for a long time and so no-one really knew what a war was like. People had an idealized idea of the war linked to patriotism, courage, bravery...The British government supported this idea using propaganda to convince the people to join the army
Moreover, everyone thought the war would be very quick and short thanks to the new and very powerful weapons (poison gas, shells, guns...), but actually these weapons were so powerful that defence was the only possible strategy. So the soldiers dug trenches to protect themselves and the war became immediately static, with the armies stuck in the trenches for 4 years. 

In fact, a lot of soldiers had to die just to conquer a small part of No Man's Land (the land between the trenches) and the enemy's trenches and, even if they managed to conquer them, the enemies just retreated to the other line of trenches behind them and then everyone was stuck again. After a few attempts of this kind (with thousands of dead soldiers), the armies gave up and stayed in the trenches. In these years there was an almost continuous line of trenches that divided Europe, from the north of France to the north of Italy 

Life in the trenches was terrible, the main problems for the soldiers were:

- Dirt, for example remains of food, empty tins, waste, nearby latrines, the soldiers couldn't change and wash for weeks 

- Rats and lice which spread diseases

- Decomposing animals and human corpses nearby

- Weather: the winter between 1916 and 1917 was particularly cold; when it rained, the trenches were full of mud  

