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Brave New World (1932)
An unforgettable lesson

In the following extract, the Director of the Centre takes his students to the Conditioning Roo
to observe the methods used to condition the lower castes of society.

Pretexts

E

Which of the following things do you think would be regarded as particularly dangerous for the Gammas, Deltas ai
Epsilons 1o be interested in?

S—
fighting sex books nature sports religion drugs ftravel music television g’%ﬁ

2 Now read the exiract.
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The nurses stiffened ! to attention as the D.H.C.? came in.
“Set out3 the books,” he said curtly. *
In silence the nurses obeyed his command. Between the rose bowls 5 the books were duly ¢
set out — a row of nursery quartos ’ opened invitingly each at some gaily 3 coloured image of
beast or fish or bird.
‘Now bring in the children.
. They hurried out of the room and returned in a minute or two, each pushing a kind of tall

dumb-waiter ® laden, on all its four wire-netted shelves, with eight-month-old babies, all exactly
alike (a Bokanovsky Group, 1 it was evident) and all (since their caste was Delta) dressed in
khaki.

“Put them down on the floor.

The infants were unloaded.

‘Now turn them so that they can see the flowers and books.

Turned, the babies at once fell silent, then began to crawl towards those clusters ! of sleek 12
5 colours, those shapes so gay and brilliant on the white pages. As they approached, the sun came
out of a momentary eclipse behind a cloud. The roses flamed up as though with a sudden
passion from within; a new and profound significance seemed to suffuse 13 the shining pages of
the books. From the ranks of the crawling babies came little squeals 14 of excitement, gurgles
and twitterings !5 of pleasure.

The Director rubbed his hands. ‘Excellent!” he said. ‘It might almost have been done on
purpose.’

The swiftest 16 crawlers 17 were already at their goal. Small hands reached out uncertainly,
touched, grasped, unpetalling '® the transfigured roses, crumpling the illuminated pages of the
books. The Director waited until all were happily busy. Then, “‘Watch carefully, he said. And,
lifting his hand, he gave the signal.

The Head Nurse, who was standing by a switchboard 19 at the other end of the room, pressed
down a little lever. 20

There was a violent explosion. Shriller 2! and ever shriller, a siren shrieked. 2 Alarm bells
maddeningly sounded.

The children started, screamed; their faces were distorted with terror.

‘And now.’ the Director shouted (for the noise was deafening), ‘now we proceed to rub in?
the lesson with a mild electric shock.

He waved his hand again, and the Head Nurse pressed a second lever. The screaming of the
babies suddenly changed its tone. There was something desperate, almost insane, about the
sharp spasmodic yelps 2 to which they now gave ufterance. Their little bodies twitched 2> and
stiffened; their limbs moved jerkily 2 as if to the tug? of unseen wires.

“We can electrify that whole strip of floor,” bawled 8 the Director in explanation. ‘But that’s
enough,” he signalled to the nurse.

The explosions ceased, the bells stopped ringing, the shriek of the siren died down from tone
o tone info silence. The stiffly twitching bodies relaxed, and what had become the sob 2 and
yelp of infant maniacs broadened out once more into a normal how] of ordinary terror.

‘Offer them the flowers and the books again.’

1 stiffened : became
rigid.

2 D.H.C. : Director
of Hatcheries and
Conditioning (2
hatchery is a centre
where a chicken is
incubated).

3 Set out : display.

4 curtly : abruptly,
brusquely.

5 bowls : containers.

6 duly : thus, in this way.

7 nursery quartos :
pictm‘:{moks for
young children.

8 gaily : brightly.

9 dumb-waiter :
wheeled trolley for
transporting food or
other objects.

10 Bokanovsky Group :
in the novel’s scientific
scheme Bokanovsky
groups are those
inferior genetic
specimens who are the
product of the division
of a single egg into
numerous sub-embryos
(like the process of

ke g{

11 clusters : small piles.

12 sleek : smooth, finely
produced.

13 suffuse : permeate.

14 squeals : cries.

15 gurgles and
twitterings : laughing
sounds.

16 swiftest : fastest.

17 crawlers : babies
crawling on all fours.

18 unpetalling :
removing the petals
from.

19 switchboard :
electronic control
panel.

20 lever : mechanical
device or switch.

21 Shriller : more acute.
22 shrieked : screamed.

23 rub in : (here)
reinforce.

24 yelps : cries.

25 twitched : moved
spasmodically.

26 jerkily : mechanically.
27 tug:pull

28 bawled : shouted.

29 sob : crying.
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30 pussy : childish word The nurses obeyed; but at the approach of the roses, at the mere sight of those gaily-coloured
31 cock-adoodle-doo:  iMages of pussy * and cock-a-doodle-doo 31 and baa-baa black sheep, the infants shrank away ¥
gﬁ‘jﬁfﬂ"gﬁ brthe in horror; the volume of their howling suddenly increased.
(onomatopocic). ‘Observe, said the Director triumphantly, ‘observe. .
A sk Books and loud noises, flowers and electric shocks —already in the infant mind these couples
33 wedded : fused. Wwere compromisingly linked; and after two hundred repetitions of the same or a similar lesson
A g’e';;;‘:t';“"e" would be wedded 33 indissolubly. What man has joined, nature is powerless to put asunder,
35 compel : persuade, ‘They’ll grow up with what the psychologists used to call an “instinctive” hatred of books
% i’::;,er < more and flowers. Reflexes unalterably conditioned. They’ll be safe from books and botany all their
efficient and logical. lives .’ The Director turned to his nurses. ‘Take them away again,
j; e 'eq"f,t s Stll yelting, the khaki babies were loaded on o their dumb-waiters and wheeled out, leaving

behind them the smell of sour milk and a most welcome silence. {
One of the students held up his hand; and though he could see quite well why you couldy’t
have lower-caste people wasting the Community’s time over books, and that there was always
the risk of their reading something which might undesirably decondition one of their reflexes,
yet... well, he couldn’t understand about the flowers. Why go t
psychologically impossible for Deltas to like flowers?
Patiently the D.H.C. explained. If the children were made to scream at the sight of a rose, that

going out into the country at every
available opportunity, and so compel  them to consume transport,

“And didn’t they consume transport?” asked the student.
‘Quite a lot,” the D.H.C, replied. ‘But nothing else”
Primroses and landscapes, he pointe

d out, have one grave defect: they are gratuitous, A love
of nature keeps no factories busy. It wa;

s decided to abolish the love of Dature, at any rate among
the lower classes; to abolish the love of nature, but not the tendency to consume transport. For of
course it was essential that they should keep on going to the country, even though they hated i,
The problem was to find an economically sounder 36 reason for consuming transport than a mere
affection for primroses and landscapes. It was duly found.

* We condition the masses to hate the country,” concluded the Director.

as well as transport. Hence those electric shocks’
‘I see, said the student, and wag silent, lost in admiration,

Overview

1 What does the Direcfor order the nurses fo st out? Ang what do the nurses do affer this?

2 To which caste do these children belong?

3 How do the children feact when they are presented with the roses and the books again? Why?
4 Explain the reason for conditioning the children against books.

306
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5 Put the following events of the conditioning procedure
in the right order:

] The infants are allowed fo crawl happily
among the flowers and books.

(] The infants receive a mild electric shock.

[] The infants are put on the floor.

[[] The director gives a signal.

[[] The infants’ bodies start moving spasmodically.

(] The infants are tumned so that they face the
flowers and the books.

g [] The Head Nurse presses a lever which produces

an explosion and alarm bells sound.
h [] The infants start screaming.

- o o o

6 What is the Director’s explanation for conditioning the
children to hate nature?

7 Why have they decided nof o condition children
against country sporis?

Textures, forms and styles

1 Huxley makes use of scientific and pseudo-scientific
words fo make his dystopia more realistic. Underline
the examples relafed fo:

a the Condifioning Room equipment
b psychology and psychological theories

How is the reaction of the infants described? Make a
list of all the verbs and adjectives used. What effect
does this have on the reader?

How would you describe the Direcfor? Choose from the
following or add your own adjectives.

cynical progressive fyrannical cunning
enthusiastic generous  machine-like
compassionate  insensitive reluctant

In some ways the Director’s views on how people
should spend their fime are related fo cerfain frends in
consumer society. What kind of sociefy is evoked here?

Discussion

1

The name of the rooms where the nurses carry out their
condifioning session are the Neo-Pavlovian
Conditioning Rooms, after the Russian psychologist
Ivan Pavlov. Look for more informafion on his theories,
in particular on what is commonly known as
*Pavlovian conditioning’ or ‘respondent behaviour’,
Discuss your findings with other students.

Which ‘gratuitous’ acfivities is your everyday life
composed of? Are these encouraged by society?
Discuss with other students.

2 Modern literature TIME ZONE 6




